
¾
Paragraph structure, topic sentences, effective transitions 

¾
Active and passive voice 

¾
N

um
bers, units, gram

m
atical m

echanics 

¾
Succinct w

riting, rem
oving jargon 

¾
Descriptive and com

parative techniques 

¾
Choosing and quoting sources, w

riting new
s articles 

¾
Sum

m
arizing, paraphrasing 
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To support tw
o w

riting-intensive science courses (SCIE 113 &
 

SCIE 300) and U
BC’s Place and Prom

ise Strategic Plan by creating 
w

riting resources that help students: 

¾
Develop science-specific com

m
unication skills to address 

specialist and non-specialist audiences (via technical reports, 
blogs, oral presentations, podcasts, videos and journalistic 
articles). 

¾
Foster critical thinking and develop logical argum

entation 
skills. 

¾
Evaluate the im

pact of our resources on the developm
ent of 

student w
riting skills. 

O
ur Resources and Their Im

pact 
Project G

oals 
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e also thank the students and instructors w
ho gave feedback and road-tested our m
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Collaborators 
The Science-Specific W

riting Resources team
 com

prises students, 
faculty, educational strategists, and w

riting specialists w
ith 

diverse expertise in a variety of disciplines.  

D
eveloped 

Resource 
# 

Potential Im
pact 

Essay w
riting guides &

 quizzes 
4 

Available to ~400 SCIE 113 
students/year 

Calibrated peer review
 essays 

3 
U

sed for peer feedback to ~400 
SCIE 113 students/year 

Hands-on w
riting classes: 

Pre-class quizzes  
In-class w

orkshops  
Post-class quizzes 

 7 7 7 

U
sed as SCIE 300 assessm

ents 
for ~200 students/year 

W
riting skills videos featuring  

Gram
m

ar Squirrel 
5 

Available to anyone 

Resource 
Potential Im

pact 

O
nline repository for all resources 

Available to anyone  

W
riting error diagnostic rubric 

Available to all instructors 

U
niversal citation tool 

Available to all science students 

Instructional tools and guides 
Available to all instructors 

Additional w
riting skills videos featuring 

Gram
m

ar Squirrel 
Available to anyone 

W
atch all the videos by visiting our 

YouTube channel using the Q
R 

code or this U
RL: bit.ly/17Y09Yg 

H
ands-on W

riting Topics 

W
riting Skills Videos 

“Clarity is essential to com
m

unicating effectively. Regardless of w
hat com

parisons, stats, and visuals you have, if you’re unclear, 
you’ll get now

here.” 

“…
this is som

ething that w
riting paper after paper w

ould not have taught you. This is a w
ay to open up science to a w

ider range 
of people, just by using sim

ple, but clear com
parisons.” 

“This w
riting activity taught us how

 to effectively use other researchers’ inform
ation w

ithout com
pletely copying it”. 

Student Feedback 


