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SCIE
 300 is a new

 undergraduate course w
ithin the 

Faculty of Science at U
BC that introduces students to 

a variety of m
ethods for com

m
unicating scientific 

inform
ation to diverse audiences. 

SCIE
 300 students select a research article from

 a pool of recently published papers authored by U
BC 

faculty or graduate students. W
orking in groups, they deliver a m

ultim
edia blog post that includes a 

self-produced video and podcast about the research. 

Select a recently published research paper 
 Production plan: students subm

it details including the 
intended focus of the podcast and video, their proposed 
interview

 questions, their proposed film
ing locations, and 

a list of additional footage they w
ill need 

 Film
ing: students interview

 the  
researcher and collect additional footage 
 Scripts: students subm

it podcast and  
video scripts that include interview

 
excerpts and the supporting narration 
they have w

ritten 
 Production: students edit their interview

 footage, 
narration, and additional footage into a podcast and video  
 Final subm

ission: students em
bed the podcast and video 

w
ithin a post on the course blog w

ritten in journalistic 
style 

Telling science stories: storytelling 
techniques, analyzing exam

ples 
 Audience: identifying the audience 
and targeting scientific inform

ation for 
the intended audience 
 Science journalism

: culture of 
science vs. culture of journalism

, 
structure of new

s articles, analyzing 
best-practice exam

ples of print, audio, 
and video journalism

 
 Science blogging: strengths and 
w

eaknesses of science blogging, using 
digital content appropriately, creative 
com

m
ons licensing, using W

ordPress 
 W

riting skills: clarity, conciseness, 
avoiding jargon, m

etaphor, analogy, 
quotations, active and passive voice 
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T
u
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a
y:  

A
ll sections 

m
eet together 

for m
ain 

“lecture” day; 
also used for 
guest speakers 

W
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n
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a
y
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n
d
 F

rid
a
y: 

Sections m
eet separately 

for discussions and 
activities based on 
Tuesday’s class; also 
used for w

riting skills 
w

orkshops and 
presentations 

Feedback 

Feedback 

E
m

phasis is placed on how
 the science story is 

told, rather than the technical aspects of 
creating audio and video pieces. Som

e 
evaluation criteria used are:  
Blog post 
•

W
riting style, clarity, 

focus, suitability for 
intended audience 

•
Creativity 

•
Scientific accuracy 
 

 
•

Logical integration 
of audio and video 

•
Proper attribution 
of im

ages and other 
digital content 

Podcast and video 
•

Introduction/hook 
•

Flow, organization 
•

Proper attribution of 
supplem

ental video 
footage, im

ages, 
m

usic, sound effects 
 

 
•

Q
uality of narration  

•
Choice of clips 

•
Creativity 

•
Clarity of conclusion 
and take-hom

e 
m

essage 
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Contact: For m
ore inform

ation about SCIE
 300 or about this project, please contact jandciu@

m
ail.ubc.ca  


